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disloyal to the British and the Turks. Not that they
really mattered very much so long as we retained
our force at Sheikh Saad on the Tigris; but if we
had suffered a serious reverse and been compelled
to withdraw towards Amara, they would have
become a real danger. The same applied to the
tribes on the Euphrates itself towards Samawa, but
they were not quite so inaccessible, since the river
was navigable by the cc fly-boats/5 as the gunboats
were called (from their being named after different
species of fly), and occasional upstream regattas
were organised to keep them in order.
,1 was sent up with one of these regattas soon after
I joined the Euphrates Division. One of the gun-
boats had been treacherously fired upon from the
village of Abu Risha when returning from a trip
up-river through ostensibly friendly country* Abu
Risha was seventy miles upstream and it was out
of the question for the Division to occupy it per-
manently, but this unfriendly act could not be left
unpunished. The responsible Arab sheikh, who
lived on the opposite bank of the river at a place
called Daraji, was summoned to Headquarters to
explain his misdemeanour, but not unnaturally
declined to put his head into the lion's jaws. The
General decided to show him that the arm of the
great British Government was long enough to reach
him, and ordained a regatta with the object of
bringing him in. Two battalions, one of British
Territorials and the other of Gurkhas, were accord-
ingly embarked in two paddle-steamers, and sent off
up-river one night, escorted front and rear by two
fly-boats, The Territorials were to land on the
right bank and " chastise " Abu Risha, while the
Political Officer, escorted by the Gurkhas, was to